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Li. Between 1 March and early April 1953j source deterininad that the entire project 
of the KV? firing ranges in the Eggesin Forest bed the ded gnation of Frojept XII 
?md the code designation of "Aktion Foerster w « Funds needed for the project at 
the beginning were estimated at 3*500«,OGO eastatarks* The project included tiring 
•ranges ** Anton” and w Albert” for infantry weapons 9 firing range ”Brun©* ? for 
artillery * and firing range ,v Caesar n for tank weapons A 


2» ' Yha rigorous cuMown of funds by the Ministry of the Interior involved a terrible 
confusion and a complete change of construction measures planned in Project XII 0 
Ilia balance made on 10 April 1953 showed a total of 2*300*000 eastroarks ... which- 
would have approximated 2 ? 340, 000 eastmarks if the regaining wor!®vere ®m<:.ute4 9 
The estimates presented to the Ministry 'of the Interior were not accepted « L 


3* At a meeting on 12 April 1953* Working Manager Mareom% (fnu) 9 and the construction 
directors working at Project XII decided to move the majority of the work dr c to 
save money* They determined that only 30 workers be left at range ^Antca 1 ^ 50 
workers at range ” Albert” ; and 150 to 170 workers at range w Caessr n * Fazi-e r ’inmo J? 
had already been completed and was being used at that time. All ethers v^rm 
assigned to the w Arbeit skraeftelohkung des Objekts XII** {Labor Control Office of • 
Project XII ) ? which was instructed either to employ or dismiss them. By 
the mediation of this office some workers were employed in Fixer stenberg/Od cr under 
Ban-Union Halle, and others under Bau-Union Wisft&r in Tutow, cast of where 

an airfield was projected. Since the billets required were still incomplete f . a 
number of the workers moved again or vrere dismissed. Other workers wm ts^rFifprrpn 
to Bau-Union Nord and Bail-Union Kueste, but only a limited number reported to these 
agencies o Skilled labor was assigned to Bsu-Uhion Suedo*** 


4* On 16 April 1953* Working Hanager Marcour again submitted estimates to the Ministry 
of the Interior 9 which were rejected « At that time, Marccur was instructs! that 
the Ban-Union should settle accounts on the basis of prims cost* The aiaou.it calcu- 
lated by this method end increased by the additional charges for overhead expenses was 
1*900,000 eastmarks or 52 percent 
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On 1& April 1953, Kercour instructed the OberbeuLeitung of Pro1<*5'k aTI 
wo release all workers by 20 April 1953 3 thus discontinuing ' the 'torn 
at irojact XII. ,1 


At a meeting on 22 April 1953* the local commander of Project XX l. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bissuch (fnu). informed the construction director* 
of a directive issued by Minister of the Interior Willi Steph, pro- 
viding that all new towers for the A -type firing ranges of Project III 
were to be erected by the Bau -Union „ It further provided that the -3au^ 

Union would install the target moving mechanisms at C and A-typu f j .rihg 
ranges* Due the shortage of field railroad tracks, however, thr tar- 
get moving installations for C-type firing ranges vmaxld be only twt» kilo- 
meters long. Instead of twelve kilometers as originally nl&nned , and the 
A-typo ranges would be equipped with no more than four 12-ffieter -mr. iiwo 
20Hfneter towers * , lisrach also demanded that ..prior va 

individual activities ax the ranges.. of Project XII* the Bau.-ifc.iivi cietiil 
construction director to eaco range, sending tlwlisjxles (fa-lg to 
range w Anton* , Wirt© (fnu), to range w Albert*, and Wiakemann Ifni?), 'to 
range :: Ca*s«&iy i nking Klauks (fnu} „ responsible for fbipmevrfcr of.; 
timber from Project XII to Pau-Union Ford and appointing -i&cfc<lkrat-£ (fr-\) 
chief construction director until completion of the ranges * Ke >r» -W:d 
thet rbo rang-** H finished no fcv labor units of the Volk spoil a«£ 
the supervision of the construction directors s with la1x>r units 
to range f; Anton-* coming from the Droeyehoide ?jumer em:to$ latov vi .lt-- 
assignee to nsngo Albert” coming from “the Eg^sin summer eemp s -air 1 
labor units aligned to range *'Caesar ?J coming from the project in > 

Target dates for completion as indicated by Lieutenant Colonel 
were Ay Kay 1953 for ranges * Anton” and ” Albert* , and 30 June I -HI 
range H/aes&r" .. hajor doneral Hermann Rent 3sch, Pasewalfc, w«r mil to be 
I’e sponsible fer the observation of tbc target dates . A fter the v»<al ief cl 
the eons true t:i on management of Bau—tSnion Kordost, one engineer c-;£?f cm*% 
stations d at -the office of the local, command©* 1 ,. lieutenant ’ Ooloml- ^* !r r 5 iir?lr .. 
in Jaegeibraeok., will. act as supreme supervisor and one oo l b.Hie.tfv 

will act at each range 0 Construction Manager Wlskemnn (fnu) * afi 3v?. 
Ban-Union will remain at Project XII until 20 July 1953/ 


Banjos * Anton* and * Albert* for infantry weapons wore used to s kiii/hii 

extent An about iricWlprjl 1953 * Omits from the Broegehe5.de csbu oi-r::- 

■fcxeeri at rarga * Anton”, Practice during the first days included 

aras target practice at a distance of B0 motors and later., rarsy si :.n: ... 

o'lowr* «Vou ri;ler» j subjTiS.cI'iinc guiiSj light, machine guns arid h os v .-» j<ia '.3V cis» 

guns at distances of 100 and 150 me ter fired from prone position 

wall ns from crenches V7ith embankment * The results of those erseitiiae** were 

y’WT.-orl mntYr 


fit the t:u?s of observation* VP units from Pinnow end Pr.eewalk dr-. ; .lv h-ud 
firing practices with light and medium AT guns at range* K Brr.no H wf Hi 
was used after AH March 1953.% Lieutenant Colonel Bisuch said that’ He 
number of duds was very high* and that arMitional/p^asupes were mien 
at and around the range/ security 


*&nge *C&esar 5: was scheduled to be completed to some 

to start • practices- on 30 Mr j 1953 « In mid-May 1953^ about .*X ,.t 
Wb 9 who were supervisee by Construction Director Aifcach tfnu) .. ail t* 
aunbor of foremen of Ban-Union Kordost 9 worked at the site in dr:.y 
night shifts o T-A3 tanks ware occasional!/ observed firing 
‘■■t field tar-gats? with submachine guns w5..- h small-ealibor barrels 
in front of the re'&g® ^ 
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1„ i i finwa gA. This training ground which was first <jon 3 fcraet.--e ( ti 
the kvp"is"r3eterr::li'Ed to he used aainly by Aricaegrupp® Kord* ‘ Ss 
liritation of the construction projects may negatively affect ltd 
training progrei*? of the troops-:. For this reason it is expects -if at 
the assignment of construction Fissions to the troops will contort -Or 

2 „ I J _C ogmient f The practicing troops .presumably belonged to tr.o| ; rms** 
lau Division, one infa&ry regirent and other elements of which nf 
stationed at Ceirp Droegeheide 0 \ 

I I Gomento Artillery units of the Pror& Division also held 4 si .'ag 

practices* which discontinued about isid«*April 1953 ». 1 
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